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A tribute to the
Franklin staff

By Pam Lathrop, principal

ach year duringeacher

EppreciationWeek, | encourage

tudents to write a letter or thank-
you note to a teacher that made or is
making a big and positive impact in their
life. | decided to take my own advice and
use this column space to write a letter to
the Franklin School faculty as my tribute to

our staff. ' Photo by Olivia K.
Dear Franklin School Staff, your head and heaiou wondey“What can .
| want to take this opportunity to | do to reach him, or how can | help her  INsSide

express my gratitude for the work you do understand the new math concept, or is she‘rhis Issue
and thank you for making the Franklin OK; she wasn't feeling well this afternoon.”

School such a wonderful place. For all of these reasons and thousands more,
It truly is my honor to be the Franklin | thank you! All about Student
School principal and work with all of you. You are each valuable members of our council........ 6

You are dedicated professionals who go school and what you do is appreciated. |
above and beyond to help kids succeed aridhow | may be biased, but | feel we are a
reach their potential. unique faculty who support each oth&ork

| am impressed with all the little extras hard, have fun, and do a great job educatin
that each of you gives to your students andnd caring for children.

Two teachers
detire ........... 8-9

our school. | know many of you come in Thank you for making a difference!l ~ MeetMrs.

early or stay late to help students. Many of-ondly Middlemiss . 12
you give up your lunch period to provide Pam

extra help or to conduct study groups. Bike riding for
Some of you give your time to groups, buddies....... 14

clubs, and committees.
Your workday doesiend when you About the Theme
leave this schooAll of you take work In this issue, our spring reporters salute the
home, spend your weekends finding the hard-working and dedicated staff at the
right supplies for projects or assignments, = Frankiin School. Find out what students,
and you attend school events at night or 0N teachers, parents, and others have to say
the weekends.
Your kids go home at 2:50, but | know
many of you take them home with you in

about the people who make Franklin School
special. Look for quotes along the shaded
margins of each page. Read on....




Franklin Flyer
spring 2007
reporters

Behind the scenes

ou can probably guess after reading
Y the articles in this issue and in other

Flyershow hard the reporters work
to gather the information, interview all the
people, observe the events, and take the
photos.You also probably know how hard it
must be sometimes to get thoughts down on
paper and then organize those thoughts into
an article formatAnd then (gulp) therg’that
pesky deadline at the end of the 8-week
session....

What you may not know about the
Franklin Flyer reporters is how much more
they do behind the scenes. Each session,
reporters suggest ideas for a theme and then
vote on those ideas for the following issue. For example, the winter reporters whole-
heartedly wanted to salute the staff in the spring, and the spring reporters were delighted to
have such a fun and easy theme to work wita.could’ve easily produced another 16
pages raving about our wonderful role models here at the Franklin School—if not for that
pesky deadline, of course.

The reporters choose their own topics to pursue. For every article you see in this issue,
there were 20-plus other excellent topics that the students came up with and desperately
wanted to pursue. (Darn that deadlinde save the unused topics in an idea bank for
future groups of reporter$he same goes for unused phodsu never know when you
might need a photo of a huge, disgusting squid on a plate!

The reporters also have a hand in the design of their pagesd week six of the
session, each student sits down with me and sketches out the look of his or her pages.
Sometimes it takes me three or four tries to get it right, but the final dregfaityhow
they want it to look, and I think the result speaks for itself.

If you are an upcoming 3rd, 4th, or 5th grader and are interested in being part of the
Franklin Flyer next yearlook for the sign-up in mid September for all three sessions: fall,
winter, and springWe hope you enjoy our last issue for this school year!

The Franklin Flyer and the Franklin Schoal'afterschool Journalism Club are two initiatives sponsored and funded
by the PD. We welcome ideas, photos, stories, and commdris.fall 2007 issue deadline is December 13, 2007.
Please place comments or news items inRtenklin Flyer mailbox in the main office, email to

klunny@comcast.net, or mail to: Franklin School®T2 Cypresslerrace, NorthAndover, MA 01845.

Reporters for this issue: Editors for this issue:

Luke C., 3rd grade Mrs. Karen Lunny

Jay C., 3rd grade Mrs. Charlotte Lambert

Rachael G 3rd grade

Jake G 3rd grade Find past issues of theranklin Flyer at:

Olivia K., 3rd grade www.franklin.northandoverpublicschools.com

Connely L., 3rd grade

Alison L., 3rd grade The Franklin Flyer is a proud member of NESPthe
Hannah D., 4th grade National Elementary Schools Pre&ssociation.
Sofia D., 5th grade



Photo by Alison L.

Two, four, six, eight:
Who do we appeciate?
Teachers!Teachers! ... Galeachers!

By OliviaK., 3L
rents and students showed their teacher received a potted flowal the “All the
ppreciation and thanks for the flowers were in the lobhyand some teachers
teachers duringeacher decided to give their flowers to Mgozella ~ t€achers
AppreciationWeek.This event was held at to plant in the courtyard. at Franklin

the Franklin Elementary School. It started On Wednesdaythe teachers had fun

on May 7th and ended on Magth. Many eating lunch in the cafeteria togethgsually =~ @€ SO

parents volunteered to help make this weekey can't all eat together because the kids professional,

special for all the teachers. The PTO andare in the cafeteria, bMWednesday was a )

parents wanted to show they care and  curriculum dayso they could have lunch caring, and

respect the Franklin School teachers. together before their meetings. The PTO a”(ihey each
Several parents cooked yummy parents provided lunch from Orzo

breakfast treats and provided teachers wifRestaurant, and the teachers appreciated ithave a

breakfast all week long. The breakfast was Mrs. Boudreau wrote a nice note wonderful

held in the teachersbom.A big surprise  thanking the parents for all their efforts. She

for teachers Monday morning was the nevalso called the week a big success. Mrs. ~ Se€nse of

look of the teachers’ room. Several parentBoudreau said she and the teachers felt ~ hymor .”

worked all weekend to surprise the “supported and appreciated.” The room

teachers with a new look to the teachers’ moms oganized arppreciation Book for Mrs. Kathy

room.Another highlight of the week was each teacheSudents wrote a note thanking

the dinner raffle winners. Each winner their teacher and telling them how much theyBaker

received a home-cooked meal donated byappreciate them.

a very generous parent. Some dinners This week was a big success!

included dessert, too. In addition, each

Move over Extreme
Home Makeover!
Franklin parents did
a “Teachers’ Room
Makeover” the
weekend before
Teacher Appreciation
Week. Earlier in the
year, the PTO bought
a much-needed new
refrigerator for the
teachers’ room.



“My 1st grade
teacher, Ms.
Long, letme
sign the Gold
Book two
times.”

Mark S., 1st
grader

Photo by Connely L.

Who knows the 2
g
g
mostsecreisat o
S
Franklin?
By Connely L., 3B
ave you ever wondered about
the custodians at Franklin?
There are many things you might
want to know about MiPedro Surun and Mr. Pedro Surun, pictured above, may know the
Mr. John Brennan. Here are some most secrets at the Franklin School....
interesting answers from questions that |
asked.
CL: What are your main duties at Mr. Brennan: | fix tables and chairs. |
work? change lightbulbs and air filters in the heating
Mr. Surun: | open the doors in the units. The district maintenance department

morning. | clean the bathrooms and the does the rest.

office. In the afternoon | collect the trash CL: What is your favorite part of the

and clean the whole school. job?

Mr. Brennan: | take care of cleaning all Mr. Surun: When | get everything done and
the academic wings. | vacuum and sweepmm satisfied with the job I've done, and | get
| also have to secure the entire building. to go home.

CL: What is the hardest part of your Mr. Brennan: | like seeing all the work the
job? kids do throughout the year

Mr. Surun: If you like what you're doing, CL: How many years have you been a
your job is never hard. custodian?

Mr. Brennan: Probably vacuuming is the Mr. Surun: 20 years (since 1987).
hardest part. It takes about two hours, andiir. Brennan: 4 years.

| wear a backpack vacuum. | also have taCL: What is the maost funny or strange
bend over with the vacuum on my back thing that's happened?

and pick up all the pencils and things on th®ir. Surun: | walked in one morning and

floor. saw a mouse running down the middle of the
CL: What kind of things do you fix? hall with a goldfish cracker in its mouth.

Mr. Surun: | fix broken doors, toilets, Mr. Brennan: One time at 2:30 in the
anything that is broken. morning, | got a call that the alarm had gone

off in the school. When | arrived | didn’t
realize that the police were at the back of the
school. | went inside and as | walked down
the hall | saw the policeman at the back door
shining his flashlight at me with his hand on
his gun ready to drawVe both were scared

to deathn

...0r maybe it's Mr. John Brennan, pictured left,
who knows the most secrets. They'll never tell!



Mrs. Fun, Fitness, and Friendship

By Jay C., 3L

hich teacher at the Franklin Mrs. Chesler: | love Mat Ball and the
WSchooI gets to play all day? Heregame Foxhole!

are some hints: Capture the FlagJC: Where do you get all your ideas for
Matball, and Goldrush. B'Mrs. Marybeth the games we play?
Cheslerwho brings fun, fitness, and Mrs. Chesler: | think of most of the games
friendship to Franklin School with hel®2  when I'm lying in bed! | try to invent new
classes and after-school fithess classes. ones based on old favorites.
Here are a few things you might not know JC: Can you share some outrageous,

about her: surprising, or funny memories that have

happened while
JC: How long working at
have you been Franklin? “Mrs. Purcell
teaching? Mrs. Chgsler: retaught me a
Mrs. Chesler: Once while
| have been playing Bank lesson that |
teach_ing 21 years R_obberya girl missed.”
here in North tried to pull the
Andover belt off another :
JC: How did girl, and the girl CEID S,
you get hooked was wearing 5th grader
up with pants that
becoming a shapped up the

side. Somehow
instead of getting

gym teacher?
Mrs. Chesler:

]
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S
>
o
]
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| always loved the belt, she

PE. as a kid andCL pulled off the
knew it was the girl’s pants!
perfect job for In addition to teaching P.E. at the Franklin School, Those girls are in
me. Mrs. Chesler runs the popular after-school activities high school now
JC: What's P.E. Plus, Scarlet Skippers, and Floor Hockey. and we still laugh
your favorite about it.

thing about teaching?

Mrs. Chesler: | love seeing boys and girls These were some interesting and

growing up, and | have fun every day entertaining answers. The Franklin School is
JC: Do you have a favorite game or very lucky to have a creativeER teacher
activity that you do with your students? also known as Mrs. Chesler
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“I like Mrs.
Colman
because when
she readsto
the class she
uses funny
voices.”

RebeccaH.,
1stgrader

hoto by Jake G.

What is the Sudent Council?

By Jake G,, 3L

rd, 4th, and 5th grade students whaserious and sometimes fatal illness caused by

express interest at the beginning of a parasite. Someone dies from malaria every
the school yeaiThose who would like to 30 seconds, and others feel very sick with
serve are asked to write a paragraph abohigh fevers, shaking chills, and an aching
how they can help to improve our school. body Those under the age of 5 are most
Several students from each of the upper affected by this sickness. But it is very
grades are selected to participate and  preventable by keeping mosquitoes from
commit to attending monthly after-school biting you and taking drugs to kill the

F;anklin Student Council is made up ofo this tropical disease. Malaria is a very

meetings with Mrs. O’Loughlin, Mrs. parasites. DIAbby Rattin visited a tedent

Peters, and Mrs. Purcell. Meetings are  Council meeting offuesdayMay 8, and

held for about 45 minutes in Mrs. talked about malaria with Student Council

O’Loughlin’s room.The purpose of the members.

council is to help improve our school and The Sudent Councib plan is to raise

community money to buy bed nets, which will help stop
There are officers of the Student the biting. $10 buys one bed net, which will

Council. The president is Matthew R. prevent two people from being bitten at night,

(grade 5), the vice president is Olivia R.  when the female mosquitoes are most active.
(grade 4), and Christina D (grade 3) is the It is important to share our good fortune
secretaryOther members include 5th with others in the world—the United States
graders lan B., Shannon C., Becca F was successful in stopping malaria in the
Courtney H., Maya JAbby L., Katherine 1950s.

M., Jenna R., and Just. In the 4th A typical Student Council meeting

grade, members include Becdka Piper brainstorms new ideas for the future, gets an
C., Brianna L., and Michael L. Christina update on its current projects, and gets

D., Jake GAmanda L., Jack M., Kelly R., volunteers for committees. Committees

Matt W., and LindsayV. represent 3rd include Poster Committees, a Cafeteria
grade. Committee, and Spirieek Committees.

“I think the Student Council is the If you are going into 3rd, 4th, or 5th
best,” said officer Christina D. grade next yeaconsider joining tident

The Student Council is workingona Council. The Student Council welcomes the
very important project this spring, time and talent of all Franklin students who

suggested by Mrs. O’Gradit is a Malaria can commit their engy and ideasyou can
Prevention fundraisgwhich will benefit help make our school a better place to learn,
manyAfrican citizens who are susceptible grow, and given

The Student Council members made posters,
such as this one (left), to highlight their Marlaria
Prevention fundraiser. The Student Council also
voted to split 10 percent of the Fun Run proceeds
between the nonprofit organization North Andover
Best Buddies (see page 14 for more information)
and the Malaria Prevention project. The rest of the
Fun Run money goes toward an all-school
educational event or field trip.



Meet the Sudent Councill
faculty sponsors

By Jake G,, 3L

rs. Mary Louise Purcell, Mrs. Ellen Peters, and Mrs.
IVI Erin O’Loughlin (photos, top to bottom) sponsor the

Student Council. They believe that the Student
Council promotes leadership skills and encourages responsibility
in students.

“I think community involvement and giving back begins
early, so | believe that this is my way to model these traits,” said
Mrs. Purcell.

All three teachers like being part of a student group that
creates fun and meaningful activities throughout the year

“The students work extremely hard all year to engage our
school in many fundraisers and spirit days,” said Mrs.
O’Loughlin.

Mrs. Peters agrees. ‘$t'great to see the students work
hard to bring their ideas to life and make positive changes at
Franklin,” she said.

All three teachers agree on the best thing about sponsoring
the Student Council: the studemts!

Spring Poll

What is your favorite movie saga?

By Connely L., 3B

“My favorite movie saga is “My favorite movie saga is “Harry Potter is my favorite movie
Star Wars. | have had a Harry Potter.” saga.”
Star Wars birthday party —Sam S., 3rd grade —Andy J., 3rd grade

two years in a row.”
—~Cory L., kindergarten

Which is your favorite movie saga? The Flyer wants to hear from
you. Tear this sheet out and return it to the front office addressed
to the Franklin Flyer . See the result s inthe Fall 2007 issue.

|:| Star Wars |:| Spiderman

|:| Harry Potter |:| Other:

“I like Mrs.
Boudreau
because she
IS nice.”

KimP., 2nd
grader
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Two teachers say
goodbye to a
school they love

“7 uosi|y Ag ojoyd

By Alison L., 3B
0 you know which two
Deachers are retiring this year?
Combined, they have been
teaching 80 years, 76 years right here at
the Franklin Schookou probably know Miss Brennan plans to sail, catch up with
by now that the two teachers are MiSs  fiengs; travel, and continue learning in her
Maureen Brennan and Mrs. Elena retirement.
Nicolaisen. Hers what they had to say
about teaching and retirement.
AL: How long have you been was sure that I would like teachinyell,
teaching? there are many teachers in my famaiyd
Miss Brennan: | have been teaching my favorite aunt happened to be a teacher
longer than any other teacher in town at so | decided to give it a ttwell, | loved it
the present. | have beenteachinglong from the minute | walked into that
enough to have some children of the classroom and saw those 35 or so
children I once had in school, and that is wonderful faces sitting before me anxious to

such a thrill! start another school yedwas hooked and
AL: Which schools have you taught have been ever since!
and what grades? AL: What will you miss most about

Miss Brennan: | have taught atthree  teaching?

schools in my career and attwo grade Miss Brennan: | will miss all the

levels. | began teaching in a parochial ~ wonderful kids and teachers that | see
schoolWhen | came to NortAndover |  every dayl will also miss the challenges
was at the Kittredg@wo years latethe  that we meet every day

principal of the Kittredge School (Mr AL: What are you looking forward to

Wiseman) became principal of the doing when you retire?
Franklin as well, and several teachers  Miss Brennan:| am looking forward to
transferred here at that time. seeing a lot more of my family and friends,

AL: Why did you become a teacher?  some of whom | have had since | was in
Miss Brennan:When | was in college, I 2nd or 3rd grade. | am also looking

was an English major with no specific ~ forward to having time to do a lot more
career plans. Howevex friend of our learning, sailing on my brotherboat, and
family kept telling me that | should take  perhaps alittle traveling.

some education courses in case | decidedl: |s there anything that you'd like to

to teach one dayvell, | did.A few tell your past and present students?
months after graduation, | got a call from Miss Brennan:| would like to give them a
that friend (the pastor of a local parish) great big “thank you” for being such an
saying that he had an opening in 2nd gradaportant part of my life. It has been such a
in his school and urging me to try it. He  pleasure and privilege to be a part of yours.




Photo by Alison L.

In theWinter 2007 issue of the
Franklin Flyer, Mrs. Nicolaisen
discussed her reasons for becoming a
teacherthe things she loves about
teaching 1st grade, and a few things
things that she enjoys doing in her spare
time, like golfing! Soon Mrs. Nicolaisen
will have more spare time because she is
retiring at the end of this school ye#o,
after teaching 1st grade at the Franklin
School for 37 years.

“I would like to enjoy the time that |
have by playing a little more golf and
hopefully get better at it,” said Mrs.
Nicolaisen. She would also like to spend
more time at her condo in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina. In the winter article about
her, Mrs. Nicolaisen said that she also
enjoys reading and being with family and
friendsn

Mrs. Nicolaisen plans to play more golf, travel,
read, and spend time with family and friends
when she retires.

Talk of the School

The whole school will miss Miss Brennan and Mrs. Nicolaisen when they retire at the

end of this yearHeres what a few of their current students had to say recently:

“I appreciate all your hard
work for teaching over 40
years.”

—Yeojin M., 3B

“Mrs. Nicolaisen is a good
teacher. She is nice and
funny. She is good at
teaching subtraction. Mrs.
Nicolaisen is very helpful,
and she does fun activities
and projects.”

—Emma B., 1IN

“Miss Brennan is the best
teacher | ever had because
she is always nice to the
class, and she pushes me
to do my best.”

—Ryan K., 3B

“Mrs. Nicolaisen is a
great 1st grade teacher.
She is always so0 nice
and gives me tons of
books to take home to
read!!”

—Christopher G., 1N

“Miss Brennan has
helped me a lot with
math. She is a good
social studies teacher. |
wish her good luck.”
—Joshua |., 3B

“I really liked having Miss
Brennan as my teacher,
and | feel badly that my
little sister will not have a
chance to have her as a
teacher.”

—Sam S., 3B

“l am glad | got to have
Mrs. Nicolaisen as my
teacher because she is
really nice and my brother
had her when he was in
1st grade. | hope to see
her after she stops
teaching, like at the
grocery store or
something.”

—Katie H., 1IN

“l enjoy the 3rd grade a
lot!! Miss Brennan is a
great teacher. She makes
learning really fun,
especially geometry. | will
miss her!!”

—Anthony G,, 3B



“I like how the
teachers
sincerely care
about their
students.”

Mrs. Charlotte
Lambert,
parent

Student Opinion

Extra! Extra!
Franklin students are concerned
about the envimnment

By Luke C., 3L
he Franklin School communityis  our planet.
very concerned about the | am concerned about the Earth and the
environment. Did you know that the future, and | think other Franklin students

Franklin School is the best at recycling outare, too. Here are a few ways that our
of all the NorthAndover schools? Inthe  school can make a difference:
Winter 20070ne Persors Trash 1. Turn of lights in rooms not being used.
newsletterit showed that Franklin School .
recycled 2.5 pounds of paper per student 2. Qse compact fluqrescent lightbulbs
per week in 2005, the latest data available. nStead of regulaincandescent bulbs.
The next best school was Kittredge at 1.63. Conserve water
pounds per student per week. _

Paper isn’t the only thing that Franklin 4- Use both sides of paper
recycles. Franklin School also recycles 5. Ty of the car motors in the pick-up line
plastic bottles and printer cartridges. Keep i, the afternoon.
up the good work, but there is always room

for improvementAre you up to it? 6. Recycle papeplastic bottles, cans,
Litter is another concern at Franklin. cardboard, glass, and other recyclable
On SaturdayApril 28, 2007, MsVozella items both at school and at home.

organized a Franklin School cleanup. :

7,. Find new uses for old stulff.
Students and parents collected two garbage
bags full of litter around the school grounds8. Use refillable plastic water bottles.
and did yardwork to improve the look of
the courtyard. If you littethe animals
might die. Litter makes our environment
look less attractive and can be dangerous
to pedestrians and automobiles.

For more hints about how to make a
difference, go to the Nor#hindover
recycling website at
wwwtownofnothandovercom/ecycle or
email the chair of the Northndover Solid

There |s_another thing effecting us... WasteAdvisory CommitteeTina Klein, at
global warming. The Nature Conservancy
recycle@townofnorthandoveom.

says that “climate change, more commonly . . .
I | became interested in global warming
known as global warming, is caused by the . o
. . after watching two moviesthe Day After
emission of heat-trapping gases produced .
) . : Tomorow and An Inconvenient ruith. |
by vehicles, power plants, industrial

. have also had several conversations about
processes, and deforestatiés. these

gases build up, they act like a big blanket our environment with my aunt, DRawlings

: .~ Miller. Rawlings has her PhD Atmospheric
over-heating the planet and threatening OUL once and teaches at Northeastern

health, our economwyand our environment. . .
. - University.
Polar ice caps will melt, and polar bears : .
) : : ) Please realize that everything you do can
might die, and we might experience . . )
help make a difference in slowing down the

hurricanes and other extreme weather : .
Decreasing the amount of energy we useProcess of global warming. If you litteand

every day can make a difference in savinéjon trecycle, you lose.




Going back to the future

Mrs. Gilbert was
once our librarian

By Hannah D., 4G

ave you ever wanted to go back to
H the future? If you read furtheyou

will. You are probably wondering how
far back we are goingVe are going back to
2005, when the Franklin School had library
services, and Mrs. Gilbert was our part-time
librarian.

HD: If the town decided to bring back

the libraries to the middle and

elementary schools this summerwould
you like to go back to being a librarian?
Why or why not?

Mrs. Gilbert: Yes, because | am a librarian

Mrs. Abby Gilbert is busy working at her
desk, which is in the library. Since
elementary schools lost library services
this year because of a tight town budget
and overcrowding at the Franklin
School, the 4th grade is using the library
as a classroom. Maybe next year the
library won't be used as a classroom.

at heart, and | also think | need to be the onéiD: Why did you become a librarian? ~ “My 3rd grade

to put it back together love teaching 4th Mrs. Gilbert: Being a librarian naturally

teacher last

grade, but | miss being able to work with all combines my love of people, literature,

the other grades, especially with the 5th teaching, and learning. year, Mrs.
graders and their research projects. HD: What did you like most about O'Loughlin
HD: When you were a librarian, what was being a librarian? ’
the most popular genre that students Mrs. Gilbert: Being a librarian is sort of et my class
read? like being a matchmaker—matching do a craft
Mrs. Gilbert: | think fantasy and realistic ~ people with the books they’'d like to read.

fiction are the two most popular genres. I love working with all different grades, every Friday .
HD: What is your favorite book to read and | get to buy great, awesome, ‘
aloud? wonderful books! We called it
Mrs. Gilbert: Petite Rougewhich means Funky
“Little Red” because it takes place in As you can see, Mrs. Gilbert is a great Friday .”
Louisiana, and | would need to use a Cajun teacher and librarian. She loves all kids Y-
dialect. and all books. She’nice and cares a lot .

HD: When did you become a librarian? about what matters most in the schools. PiperC.,

Mrs. Gilbert: | finished my library program  Wouldn' it be nice to make what we had 4th grader
in 2000, and my first job was here at the in the past—Ilibrary services and an
Franklin. awesome librarian—our future, tao?

Puzzle Piece

New this year to the Franklin Flyer is Puzzle Piece. Can

you identify the location of this photo? Need a hint?

Students, teachers, and parents worked here on Earth

Day. See the answer on page 14.

*0 n7 Ag oloyd
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“Mrs. Murgo
and Mrs.
Purcell are
great 5th
grade
teachers.
They give us
extrarecess,
special field
trips, fun
experiments
in science,
and we get to

do a 5th grade

musical.”

Drew R.,
Michael C.,
and MattV .,
5th graders

Meet Mrs.
Middlemiss

"9 |geyoey Ag oloyd

By Rachael G., 3B

hen | first met Mrs. Middlemiss,
it was during kindergarten
orientation. My brothefFrankie,

is a student in her class. Her soft voice and
warm smile made us feel really happy
remember saying, “I like your new teacher!"Figuring out how each child learns best

Shes nice.” fascinates me. It is one of the joys of the
He said, “I knowand shes pretty profession,” said Mrs. Middlemiss, pictured
too!” above. She has enjoyed her first year at Franklin

Mrs. Katherine Middlemiss has been aSchool and her seventh year of teaching.
teacher for seven years. She taught in
Lawrence for three years before coming to
NorthAndover She taught at thitkinson  did feel that meeting the needs of all the
and Thomson elementary schools before students with different learning styles is
joining the Franklin communityshe willbe  difficult at times. She works very hard at
completing her first year as a full-day creating activities and an environment that
kindergarten teacher at Franklin School in benefits all her students.
June. She loves the Franklin School and | asked her if she could make any
hopes to stay here for years to come. changes to the school that would make her
“The Franklin community is THE job easier and more productive, what would
BEST,” she said. the changes be?
Her interest in teaching started as a “In an ‘ideal world,” smaller class sizes
young girl. During high school, she babysatwould definitely make my job easier and
and volunteered in a kindergarten more productiveYoung children need so
classroom. She continued to work in othermuch support, and | always feel a bit guilty
child-based jobs while earning her degree that someone isn’t getting enough of my
at Providence College in Rhode Islaid.  attention on any given dAyshe said.
Mrs. Middlemiss, it just seemed natural to She feels fortunate to have only 21
become a teacher children in her class when so many others
“Education is extremely importantto  have more than 30. Mrs. Middlemiss believes
me, and | enjoy working to help students that “small class sizes provide optimum
develop a love of learning in the ‘early learning environments for children.”
years,” Mrs. Middlemiss said. ‘@aching is Mrs. Middlemiss said it was a bit scary
a big part of who | am as a person.” coming to a new school, meeting a new staff,
Mrs. Middlemiss thinks the most and working with a new community of
amagzing part about being a teacher is beingarents. She remembers how incredible it felt
able to watch the growth the kids make as she was setting up her new classroom.
from the beginning to the end of the year The outpouring of support and welcoming
She loves watching their faces light up ~ words she received from the staff and
when they learn something new families here at Franklin made her feel good.
When asked what she didn't like about ~ “| have been happily overwhelmed by all
her job, she couldn’t think of anything. Shethe community events that take place here at




the Franklin. It is a fabulous place to work,” Mrs. Middlemiss and her husband,
said Mrs. Middlemiss. Scott, are looking forward to the birth of

Mrs. Middlemiss said her mother has  their first child, Joseph Scott, in Juhe
been the biggest influence in her life. couldn’t have timed that any better!

“She is an amazing woman who has We all look forward to meeting their
shared so much insight and wisdom with mefiew baby in the fall when she returns to
said Mrs. Middlemiss. “She’provided school.
support while always pushing me toreacha  Mrs. Middlemiss, congratulations on a
little higher to attain my goals and be ‘the bestery successful first year at Franklin, and
that | can be.” we wish you many more to come!!i!

“Mrs. Murgo

AppleSeedelebrates and Mrs.
another great issue Purcel

encourage us
By Alison L., 3B in everything
we attempt to
n May 2, 2007, &iVest Elementary School in do. They make
ndover the Greater Lawrence Educational learning fun
Collaborative honored more than 100 local

students, including seven from Franklin School, at a and
reception for the spring 2007 issueAgfpleSeed interesting. |

These students had work published: Sara B. (drawing

called “Portrait”), Rachel B. (poem called “Bubble think Mrs.
Bath”), Courtney H. (poems called “A Starfish” and Murgo and
“My Favorite Place”)Alison L. (drawing called
“Teapot”), Juliet M. (poem called “The Bird and I”), Mrs. Purcell
Heson O. (photograph called “White Crocuses” and are great 5th
poem “Leaf Ballet”), and Matt R. (drawing called grade
“The Prudential Building”). The next deadline for this
regional literary magazine for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders teachers.”
is November 1, 2001.
Juliet M. and
Sina S.,

Five students attended the
AppleSeed Launch Night. They 5th graders
received copies of the regional

literary magazine and met

students from other schools.

Juliet M. was brave enough to

read her poem aloud to the large

audience. You can see work from

the winter and spring 2007

issues at www.glec.org/

enrichment/appleseed.php.

Photo by Alison L.



Mrs. Carr oll rides for Best Buddies

Researched and organized by the Flyer staff

Franklin School trained 20 hours a community as well as feel positive about
week on her bicycle for a 96.2-milethemselves. That is important for all
ride on May 19? Mrs. Nancy Carroll, a 1st children.”
grade teacheis the answelShe rode in NorthAndover High School has an
the EightPAnnualVolvo Best Buddies active Best Buddies Club led by Mrs.
Challenge from the JFK Library to HyannisSharon Mustacchio and Mrs. Jan Micklo.
Port on Cape Cod to support a cause that &udents with intellectual disabilities are

D o you know which teacher at the skills they need to be a valued part of their

very close to her heart, Best Buddies. paired with student volunteers without
“My Best Buddies is a nonprofit organizationdisabilities, who make sure that their
“dedicated to making the lives of people  “buddies” have great school experiences
preschool with intellectual disabilities better by and know that they have a friend. Mrs.
teacher let us providing opportunities for one-to-one O’Grady’s daughter volunteers as a Best
friendships,” according to the Best BuddiesBuddy at the high school, as do many other
make website wwwbestbuddies.q). Founded students.
gingerbread in 1989 byAnthony Kennedy ShriveBest According to Mrs. Carroll, Best
; Buddies has grown from one original Buddies has created a new spirit of public
men. chapter to more than 1,300 middle school, service for thousands of people. Her
- high school, and college campuses acrossfundraising goal for this challenge was
Jilian G ., the country and internationalljhere are ~ $1,450, and she was excited and surprised
4th grader six formal programs—Best Buddies Middleto learn that she raised $2,690, thanks to the
Schools, High Schools, Colleges, Citizens, generosity of familyfriends, and colleagues.
Buddies, and Job¥olunteers in the “Personally my husband and | have
programs will positively impact more than been friends with a family who has two
300,000 individuals this year autistic children (out of 3)e have known
“Professionally| see every day these children since they were very young

students that will benefit from Best Buddiesand have seen great strides in their

as they get older and leave the nurturing development but have also seen their
environment of the Franklin School,” said parents’ concern for ‘what happens’ as they
Mrs. Carroll. “When they are in the mature and need to become part of the
younger grades, children are generally vercommunity Best Buddies is the type of
accepting of differences. Unfortunately thabrganization that can offer them real support
quickly changes as they go through middle for this type of transition,” she said.

school and high school. Best Buddies is a That is what inspired Mrs. Carroll on
tangible solution to keeping them connectedher long ride in Mayand the Franklin

with their peers so they can develop the community is very proud of her!

Puzzle Piece answer from page 11.:

Ms. Vozella led a small but determined group of teachers,
parents, and students on Saturday, April 28, for the annual
Franklin School Earth Day cleanup. Ms. Vozella's excellent
gardening skills have really made a difference on the
Franklin School grounds. Thank you, Ms. Vozella!

"D &7 Ag oloyd
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Photo by Sofia D.

Destination ImagiNation state meet

Two Destination ImagiNation teams (see articles
in the fall and winter issues of ti@anklin

Flyer) advanced to the state finals held at WPI on
SaturdayMarch 31. Pictured right is the Card-
Dl-ology team dressed and ready for their skit
about defeating an invasion from spabeam
CSI-DI also competed at the state level. Both
teams had fun and represented Franklin School
well. Congratulations to all the Franklin students
who participated in Destination ImagiNation this
year!

Photo by Alison L.

Hobby Show

On FridayApril 27, 5th
graders showed off their
many talents at the annual
Hobby ShowHobbies
included photography
archery a variety of
collections and
memorabilia, gymnastics,
golf, and music
demonstrations, to name
just a few Matt R.,
pictured left, entertained
the crowd with his hobhy
playing the electric guitar

The Peace Project

Thanks to Ms. Cynthia
Cronan, art students had
a wonderful opportunity
to be creative and make
a statement about peace.
In May, she invited guest
artist Greg Mudarri to
teach her art students
how to fold the origami
crane. Students learned
the story behind how the
crane became the
international symbol of
peace.

Spring Highlights  Spring Highlights « Spring Highlights ¢ Spring

"9 axer Ag oloyd



Who makes our school so special?

By Jane Sances and Charlotte Lambert, PTO co-vice presidents

ery hot in the summelt is so small back.And, by the end of my new studet’
that kids work in the hallway each first few days, the principal already called
day, and there is now a classroom in the her by nameAfter locking my keys in the
library. The art teachers travel through thecar one daythe custodian on duty worked to
halls with their supplies, and the music  help us get the keys out and stayed with us
teacher teaches in the cafeteria and travelstil AAA arrived.At each school event,
with a cart to classrooms during lunch Franklin staff members are there to show
periods. Life at Franklin is not perfect. their support. Go and watch the Scarlet
Each day the staff at Franklin School Skippers, and you'll find many staff
overlooks these problems and limitations irmembers in the audience cheeriAtiend a
order to teach and nurture and support ouPTO meeting, and you'll see that staff
children while they growTheir enegy and members are there working with us to make
enthusiasm have been tireless. Their Franklin better
flexibility in adverse situations is incredible. The amount of care, understanding,
Their belief and support in their students ispatience, perseverance, and sense of humor
unwaveringAlthough our school is not necessary to be successful with children is
perfect, we certainly have the best staff overwhelming. The volume of
for which any parent could hope to educammmunication required between staff and
their child. parents is huge. The effort it takes to create
We can both remember so many a positive learning environment for every
instances when Franklin staff members child is tremendous.
have gone above and beyond for our kids.  To the entire Franklin sthfwe salute
| can remember literally having to you and give you our sincere appreciation for
“push” my daughter into the classroom on all that you doWe know that our stéfs as
her first day at Fanklin and by the end of close to perfect as it gets.

Panklin School is old and smalland that first day how she couldn’t wait to go

Answer: The Franklin School Saff!




